DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
SAVANNAH DISTRICT
100 WEST OGLETHORPE AVENUE
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-3604

July 13, 2021
Regulatory Division

SAS-2015-00253

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE
Savannah District/State of Georgia

The Savannah District has received an application for a Department of the Army
Permit, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344), as follows:

Application Number: SAS-2015-00253, Georgia Department of Transportation P.1.
Nos. 122900 and 0017462

Applicant: Mr. Eric Duff
State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street NW, 16th Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Project Purpose as Proposed by Applicant: To widen and reconstruct State Route
(SR) 515/United State Highway (US) 76 from Blairsville, Georgia, to Young Harris,
Georgia, as well as construct a new bypass around the City of Youngs Harris to address
current and future road capacity deficiencies, crash frequency rates, and degree of
crash severity. In addition, the project would stimulate economic development within
the region.

Location of Proposed Work: The project would be located along SR 515/US 76 from
Young Harris Street in the City of Blairsville, Union County, Georgia (Latitude 34.8812,
Longitude -83.9525), to Timberline Drive in the City of Young Harris, Towns County,
Georgia (Latitude 34.9416, Longitude -83.8487), and would include the construction of a
new bypass around the City of Young Harris. The Young Harris bypass would extend
from a proposed roundabout at Brasstown Creek Road to a proposed roundabout at
Timberline Drive. The total length of the entire project corridor is approximately 8.8
miles (6 miles in Union County and 2.8 miles in Towns County, including the bypass).

Description of Work Subject to the Jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
The proposed project includes two phases due to the project construction and let
schedules. Pl No. 0017462 has final plans and has been let to a contractor, while PI
No. 122900 will be let once final plans are complete, which is estimated to be May
2022.




The first phase, Pl No. 0017462, would require relocating approximately 382 linear feet
(0.044 acres) of perennial stream. In addition, temporary de-watering associated with
this relocation would consist of 92 linear feet (0.008) of impacts, for a total of 474 linear
feet (0.052 acres) of impacts, requiring 382 (4,584 grandfathered) stream mitigation
credits from a federally approved mitigation bank servicing the project area.

The second phase, Pl No. 122900, based on the current design, would impact
approximately 3,757 linear feet (0.632 acres) of stream, which would require 3,551
(38,399 grandfathered) stream mitigation credits from a federally approved mitigation
bank or an in-lieu fee if there are no mitigation bank credits available. The project would
also impact 0.73 acre of wetland which would require 0.57 (4.56 grandfathered) wetland
mitigation credit from a federally approved mitigation bank or in-lieu fee if there are no
mitigation bank credits available for the project area.

A review of the Corps Regulatory In-Lieu Fee and Bank Information Tracking System
(RIBITS) database identified one mitigation bank, Hambridge Center Mitigation Bank, in
the primary service area for this project. Currently, this bank does not have sufficient
stream credits for the entire project, in addition it does not have any wetland credits
available. Further, the proposed project is not located within the secondary service area
of any other banks. Therefore, any stream credits not satisfied by this bank and all
wetland credits required would be purchased from the Georgia-Alabama Land Trust In-
Lieu Fee Program.

BACKGROUND

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) project, US Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) file number SAS-2015-00253 (GDOT PI No 122900) has been
ongoing since 2015. A Practicable Alternative Review (PAR) was completed on
April 8, 2015. An Aquatic Resource Delineation Review (ARDR) verification was issued
by the Corps on November 21, 2019. For GDOT PI1 0017462, an ARDR and Scope of
Analysis was verified by the Corps on April 2, 2020, and received the Corps project
number SAS-2020-00201. A Nationwide Permit 27 application was transmitted to the
Corps on November 2, 2020; however, it was later retracted. GDOT PI No 122900 and
0017462 have been combined under the Corps project number SAS-2015-00253 as a
single and complete project.

This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from both the Corps
and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work may also require local
governmental approval.

STATE OF GEORGIA

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection Division will review the proposed project for water quality
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certification, in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.
Prior to issuance of a Department of the Army permit for a project location in, on, or
adjacent to the waters of the State of Georgia, review for Water Quality Certification is
required. A reasonable period of time, which shall not exceed one year, is established
under the Clean Water Act for the State to act on a request for Water Quality
Certification, after which, issuance of such a Department of the Army permit may
proceed. The applicant requested a pre-certification meeting on May 28, 2021, with
Georgia EPD prior to submitting their application for a permit under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act.

State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or
other appropriate instrument.

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army permit.

Cultural Resources: Review of the National Register of Historic Places and the
Georgia Natural, Archeological and Historic Resources GIS database, indicates that 16
National Register eligible properties, including four (4) archeological resources are
located on the within the area of potential effects. A Memorandum of Agreement for
cultural resources for this project was ratified on May 2, 2017.

Endangered Species: A preliminary review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) and the National Marine
Fisheries Service’s Protected Resource Division’s (NMFSPRD)’s list of Endangered and
Threatened Species indicates the following listed species may occur in or near the
project area: Northern long-eared bat (Myotis Septentrionalis), Indiana bat (Myotis
sodalis), bog turtle, (Glyptemys Muhlenbergii), small whorled pogonia (/sotria
medeoloides), green pitcherplant, (Sarracenia oreophila), swamp pink (Helonias
bullata), amber darter (Percina antesella), Cherokee darter (Etheostoma scotti), and
Etowah darter (Etheostoma etowahae).

Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16
U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.), we request information from the U.S. Department of the Interior,
Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service; or, any other interested
party, on whether any species listed or proposed for listing may be present in the area.

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection
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and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

Consideration of Public Comments: The Corps is soliciting comments from the
public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native American Tribes; and
other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether
to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision,
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties,
water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or
an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine
the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: The proposed activity involves the
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Savannah
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application for a
Department of the Army permit. Requests for public hearings shall state, with
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee,
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the
proposed project.

Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department
of the Army permit should submit comments by email to
Nicole.M.Liette@usace.army.mil. Alternatively, you may submit comments in writing to
the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention:

Ms. Nicole Liette, 4751 Best Road, Suite 140, College Park, Georgia 30337, no later
than 30 days from the date of this notice. Please refer to the applicant's name and the
application number in your comments.



mailto:Nicole.M.Liette@usace.army.mil

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact Nicole Liette,
Project Manager, Piedmont Branch at (678) 422-2729.

Enclosures:
1. Figure 1 — Project Location Map, P.l. No. 122900
2. Figure 2 — Project Location Map, P.l. No. 0017462
3. Plan and Profile Drawings
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PS 52/Brasstown Creek

F.l. NO.

20'-g"
LIMITS oF
RIPRAP
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TO TANGE NT
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75°-14'-38"
TO TANGENT

PVI STA. 413+97.67
EL. 1910.86
PVI STA. 403+04.95

EL. 1897.19
+.2510%
— PROPOSED GRADE DATA
CURVE 18
P.. STA. 406+92.60
N = I786628.01
E = 2386%930.08
A = 69°-33-21L.5"LT.
D = 4°-55'-5.13%
T = B09.03'
L = 1414.29'
R = 1165.00"
T3°-22'-29" E = 253.36'
TO TANGENT S.E. = 6.00%
HORIZONTAL CURVE DATA
_,_ BENCHMARK DATA
END BRIDGE
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122900
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24" TYPE 1 RIPRAP

DESIGN DATA

SPECIFICATIONS

DESIGN VEHICLE LIVE LOAD
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E —
g e,
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843 ft t ! PLAN
( sq. ft. in stream) - / ELEVATION. EXTEND RIP RAP AND FILTER FABRIC 20 FT.
!
él TOTAL LENGTH OIF 3R|DGE = |50:_0u MEASURED ALONG Q SR 5|5/U$ 16 2!_0" :IEE?:;DBE:E‘ ?—:EE:!:-ﬁ:aL:_ss L%ﬁ_E?ST'?ngE:TJ?“EAgg;ED TRM—_FIC ________________________________________________ hgT i :lss' lsag ((zg-;g)
5 - <+ FLOODSTAGE, EXTEND RP RAP AND FILTER FABRIC ACROSS AR 2100
li2'- 0" 38'-0° BERM. REPAIR AND REPLACE EXISTING RIP RAP AS NEEDED.
o M o APRON IEROSS TOE (OF XSTNGENDROLL SioE,,  PRIIBNRRERD semernsnn s e R B R R R GRS SR = e
%o 5@ B.F.PR—= CAP
29 < FLOODSTAGE EL. (100-YR. FLOOD) TR =i im0 13 %
ek ¥ =8 I5'-0"
a5 o w|e | S B R TR D, e e SR R S R R 14 %
Wl &2 ol 2 |‘ RP RAP APRON '|
al< & 500-YEAR 50-YEAR E gl T~ DIRECTIONAL DBIST === === mmmm oo oo oo m oo 50 %
&l o FLOODSTAGE FLOODSTAGE olg E|m g i
2”8 EL. 1893.30 EL. 1891.83 L e g;':lm)L
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SHIFT THE FLOW BARRIERS FRON PROPOSED CHANNEL TO THE TEMPORARY STREAW DIVERSION CHANNEL.

N -_, L v, ".‘.\
[. PRIOR TO CLEARING AND GRUBBING ACTIVITIES, INSTALL CONSTRUCTION EXIT, PERIMETER CONTROLS AND fg;w ﬁsﬁgf} . EWVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES IMPACT TABLE' A L0
INITIAL BUP'S 1KCLUDING SEDINENT BARRIER AND ORANGE BARRIER FENCE AT THE WEST SIDE OF THE STREA. 4 SO T TR S A P, PROPOSED CONTOURS \
2. INSTALL TEWPORARY STREAW DIVERSION CHAWNEL, FLOW BARRIERS MMD SILT FENCE. PS 1 _ N /g A 3 8 \ 8
3. SHIFT FLON BARRIERS TO EXISTING STREAW AND REUOVE SUBSTRATE FOR USE IN PROPOSED STREAL. Permanent fill = 382 LF/0.044 acre - b / & Iy % 3 \ s
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THE EAST SIE OF THE STREAL. *36.11, 3h¢ -- AN P . V/ /4 I5 PROOSED STREAW ALJGHUENT Y YT
5. APPLY TEWPORARY GRASSING, WULCH AND EROSION CONTROL NATS AS NECESSARY TO THE DISTUBED AREA A . T T ! Y, / / LI E’S‘"sf 3.9

N g 4 R H2.31, 28.20°
INTERNEDIATE 6WP INSTALLATION AND STREAK RELOCATION 2.1 2K %, WA SRR R/ N[5 L~
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BEGIN CONSTRUCTION , . - SR vl gl
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I

2

3 : STREAW |
4. INSTALL PERWANENT GRASSING. -

s !

6

7

(PER}
. INSTALL STREAMBANK STABILIZATION ACCORDING TO SECTION 29 LANDSCAPE PLANS, i

. INSTALL CATTLE FENCE.
. REMOVE ALL REWAINING SEDIMENT BARRIER, ORANGE BARRIER FEMCE, CONSTRUCTION EXIT AND ANY OTHER EROSION
CONTROL BNP'S NOT FOR FINAL STABILIZATION,
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DETAIL AND TYPICAL SECTION SHEET
CROSS VANE PLAN

STREAM §
¢ ~f

LKE':‘ INTO BANK FOR
A MINIMUW LENGTH
EQUAL TO BANK
HEIGHT VEGETATATION
KEY EXCAYATION WITH
LIVE CUTTINGS/CLUNPS
BEFORE BACKFILL

—T0E OF BANK

g
AM BE
FLoW —>

\ MTICIPATED

SCOUR HOLE

ACKEILL EXCAVAT (0N
TYPICAL ROCK DIMENSIONS AND FLACEMENT WiTH COBBLE

USE TYPE B BOULDER CROSS VANE SECTION C

LIVE CUTTINGS
! STRE M
/ ’K\\ £

\‘"—-——F-aorfn ROCKS SHOUL

D BE
50% LARGER THAN OTHERS

CROSS VANE SECTON D

STRUCTURES TABLE

STRUCTURE 1D HEAD STATION
oV 1405, 00
(e 2+00. 00
v 3+40.00

[YPICAL SECTIONS

1 21 ]

FLOODPLAIN WIDTH

VARIES 7 v VARIES
D — f——————
R AT |‘_wb"| 1707’
FLOODPLAIN FLOODPLAIN
BENCH WIDTH BENCH WIDTH
BANKFUL WIDTH (Wbkf) (FT) 7
AVERAGE DEPTH (FT) 0.7
MAX. DEPTH (D-max} (FT) .0
WIDTH TO DEPTH RATIO 9.8
BANKFULL AREA (SQFT) 5
FLOODPLAIN WIDTH (FT) 21
SLOPE A 2:1
SLOPE B 2:!
BOTTOM WIDTH (Wb) (FT) 3

1STON DATES
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TROUT STREAM_RESTORAT 10N

SUITE 3300 DATE: DRAWING No,

DATE :

=—130-0002

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303




10/7/72020 GPLOT-¥E pw:\\pw-nt. hatb. org: PWSEDI v\Documents\Af lonta Projacts\B5/16 TOT Trout Stream Resforatlon\CAD\Sheet FIles\DDI7462_01-0001. dgn P, 1. Ko,
USER: | pao gplotborderVBI-PO - HNTB. f b/ GRACOV - - 0017462

YOUNG HARRIS

STATE OF GEORGIA P

THIS PROJECT IS 100% IN

PLAN AND PROFILE OF PROPOSED rons T

% DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

SR 55 / SR 2 / US 76 s e
e TROU T STRE AM RE S TOR AT/O N PROJECT DESIGNATION: S.F.
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